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Our Rural Region

Mention ‘the West Midlands’,
and most people’s immediate
thoughts are of the Birmingham

Transport - Danny Lamb (d.lamb@wmra.gov.uk)

Culture - Joanna Hammond (jhammond.gowm@go-regions.gsi.gov.uk)
Housing - Steve Forrest (s.forrest@wmra.gov.uk

Planning - David Thew (d.thew@wmra.gov.uk)

Social Inclusion - Simon Hodgson (s.hodgson@wmra.gov.uk)
Environment - Chris Blakeley (c.blakeley@wmra.gov.uk)

Rural - Audrey Wright (awright.gowm@go-regions.gsi.gov.uk)
Health - Beverly Campbell (b.campbell@wmra.gov.uk)

Learning & Skills - Annie Bromwich (a.bromwich@wmlga.gov.uk)
European & International - Jenny Boylan (j.boylan@wmlga.gov.uk)
Sustainable Development - Fran Austins (f.austins@wmra.gov.uk)

Much of the region’s strategic work is
guided by regional policy partnerships
(RPPs), comprising a wide range of
interests from across the region.

Some of these partnerships are led

by the Assembly, in its regional
coordinating role, some by other
partners. Several people have
requested contact details for these
partnerships, so current West Midlands
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integral part of today’s rural
landscape in the West
Midlands. Following the

live outside the central
metropolitan area.

This region is justly famous

RPPs are listed below, together with

an officer contact for each.

LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS
Birmingham Sub-Region:
Sir Albert Bore (Birmingham)
Stuart Stacey (Birmingham)
Andrew Coulson (Birmingham)
John Tyrrell (Birmingham)

lan Ward (Birmingham)
Gurdev Manku (Birmingham)
Mike Whitby (Birmingham)

Les Lawrence (Birmingham)
Frank Coyne (Birmingham)
Sue Anderson (Birmingham)

Black Country Sub-Region:

Les Jones (Dudley)

Terry Williams (Sandwell)

lan Shires (Walsall)

Roger Lawrence (Wolverhampton)
Sadie Smith (Sandwell)

Milkinder Jaspal (Wolverhampton)
Bill Thomas (Sandwell)

Harold Withnall (Walsall)

David Sparks (Dudley)

Paddy Bradley (Wolverhampton)
Marco Longhi (Walsall)

Worcester & Hereford
Sub-Region:

Dennis Norton (Bromsgrove)

Gavin Smithers (Redditch)

Martin Jennings (Wychavon)

Robert Rowden (Worcester City)

Dr George Lord (Worcestershire CC)
Howard Martin (Wyre Forest)
Jonathan Rayner (Malvern Hills)
Roger Phillips (Herefordshire)

Terry James (Herefordshire)

Colin Beardwood (Worcestershire CC)

Strategic Review Group (economic development) - Dagmar Waller (d.waller@wmra.gov.uk)

The following is the current list of Regional Assembly Members.*

Shropshire & Telford
Sub-Region:

Malcolm Pate (Bridgnorth)

Pauline Dee (North Shropshire)
David Lloyd MBE (Oswestry)

Jo Jones (Shrewsbury & Atcham)
Heather Kidd (South Shropshire)
Phil Davis (Telford & Wrekin)

Roger Walker (Shropshire CC)
Claude Bodenham (Shropshire CC)

Staffordshire & Stoke
Sub-Region:

Stan Highfield (Stafford)

Terry Dix (Staffordshire CC)

Reg Cooper (Cannock Chase)

Alex Fox (East Staffordshire)

David S Smith (Lichfield)

Bill Brownhill (S.Staffordshire)
Michael Salih (Stoke-on-Trent)

Peter Seekings (Tamworth)

David Leech (Newcastle-under-Lyme)
Ron Locker (Staffordshire Moorlands)
Rex Roberts (Staffordshire CC)

Warwickshire, Coventry &
Solihull Sub-Region:

Bransby Thomas (Warwickshire CC)
Martin Heatley (Warwickshire CC)
John Mutton (Coventry)

Ted Richards (Solihull)

Leslie Smith (North Warwickshire)
Julie Jackson (Nuneaton & Bedworth)
Craig Humphrey (Rugby)

Philip Seccombe (Stratford-on-Avon)
Margaret Begg (Warwick)

Les Kyles (Solihull)

BUSINESS SECTOR MEMBERS
Simon Eccleston Automation Industries Ltd

John Hart Confederation of West Midlands Chambers of Commerce
Brian Summers West Midlands Business Council

David Way Black County Learning & Skills Council

John James College of Law

Richard Moxon
Roger Trotman

Royal Institute of Chartered Surveyors
Engineering Employers Federation
Bruce Undy Fosse Motor Engineers Ltd

Steve Collie Federation of Small Businesses
Professor Michael Clarke Higher Education Birmingham University
Sir William Lawrence Visit Heart of England

Tony Rodger Engineering Employers Federation

Ben Reid West Midlands Co-operative Society
Arthur Hill West Midlands NFU
Chris Newis West Midlands Co-operative & Mutual Council Ltd

Jane Yardley Institute of Chartered Secretaries and Administrators

OTHER SECTOR MEMBERS

Owen McFarlane - BME communities (EMBRACE)
Alex Robertson - Disability (Disability West Midlands)
Gerald Kells - Environment (CPRE West Midlands)
Steve Holliday - Environment (RSPB West Midlands)
Rt Revd John Austin - Faiths (Bishop of Aston)
David Littlemore - Health (Cannock Chase PCT)
Richard Clark - Housing (Prime Focus)

Mary Booth - Town and Parish Councils

Gerard Coyne - TUC (T & G Midlands)

Valerie Broom - TUC (UNISON)

Richard Quallington - Voluntary (Community First H&W)
Jane Slowey - Voluntary (RAWM)

Brian Woods-Scawen - West Midlands Life

Derek Waters - Town and Parish Councils

*There were a further 10 Assembly members to be
appointed at the time of going to press.

conurbation, stretching from
Wolverhampton to Solihull.
Far fewer picture the rural
landscapes of Shropshire,
Staffordshire, Herefordshire,
Worcestershire and
Warwickshire, though these
make up around 70% of the
region’s land area. Half of the
region’s 5.3 million inhabitants

as the nation’s industrial
powerhouse. But the contribution
of its rural areas should not be
discounted. Agriculture remains
an important industry, and
growing sectors such as tourism
and food production are an

publication of the Haskins report
on rural service delivery, this is an
opportune time for Speaking Out
to focus on the rural dimension
of the Assembly’s work.

Continued on page 3.....

Inside...

Visit our website www.wmra.gov.uk

Sky Blue thinking

Mind the Gap

Selling the Shires

West Midlands forges links
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Bransby Thomas with
Warwickshire CCC Cheif
Executive Dennis Amiss

This is the season when we
all take stock of the past year,
think about our hopes for the
next and anticipate the
challenges it might bring.

During the six months | have
chaired the Regional Assembly
there has been significant
progress in many of the
regional policy partnerships.
One of these, the Regional
Planning Partnership (RPP),
carries out the Regional
Planning Body function for the
Assembly, and is leading on
the development of the
Regional Spatial Strategy. | am
pleased to see the coherent
development of this strategy,
with the update of the Regional
Economic Strategy, that has
resulted from close working
and understanding between
the RPP and Advantage West
Midlands. This is a major

Quay Place

responsibility for the Assembly
and will form a significant part
of our work next year.

Lord Haskins’ recent report
on rural policy delivery
recommends the streamlining
of government agencies and
the devolution of decision
making and accountability to
regional and local levels. This
would have a major impact on
a large part of this region, and
is something | welcome. | look
forward with anticipation to the
government’s response to
these recommendations early
next year.

| want to take this opportunity
to thank Assembly staff and all
our partners for the dedication
shown in developing the voice
of this region so effectively over
the past year. Next year will be
a very busy one for the
Assembly, and | look forward
to working with you to meet
the challenges it will bring.

A very happy and peaceful
Christmas and New Year to
you all.

My

Bransby Thomas
Chair, West Midlands
Regional Assembly

Following months of searching for suitable premises,
the Assembly’s offices have moved to a new location.

The Assembly’s new base is at Quay Place, directly opposite
the National Indoor Arena in central Birmingham. Shared with
the West Midlands LGA, West Midlands Business Council and
West Midlands Life, it is hoped that the Quay Place offices will
facilitate regional partnership working. Neighbours include the
Countryside Agency and British Waterways.

The full address is:
Albert House

Quay Place

92-93 Edward Street
Birmingham

Bl 2RA

Specking Out [

INn brief

Strategic Review

This is the second year that the Assembly has undertaken
a Strategic Review. This process looks back at how
successful the region has been
in achieving its goals over the
preceding year.

For 2003/4, this process has
been improved to incorporate
lessons learnt in the first year.

Some of the key changes are:

» The Strategic Review Group has been established to lead
and co-ordinate activity. This group is chaired by Jane
Slowey, Assembly vice chair, and includes members from
all sectors of the Assembly. Representatives also attend
from Government Office West Midlands and Advantage
West Midlands (AWM). Individual subject reviews will be
carried out by panels of Assembly members.

» Although the main purpose of the review is to examine
the activities of AWM, its remit has been widened to
include other regional partners as appropriate.

« Views of partners and stakeholders will be sought actively
during each review, in order to ensure panel members are
aware of issues and concerns.

Planned reviews for the remainder of 2003/4 are:

= An examination of progress made by AWM in response
to recommendations of the 2002/3 review relating to
clusters and skills issues.

» A review of the strategic approach to sustainable
development adopted within the West Midlands. This will
seek to identify the most appropriate way for regional
partners to take forward this key area. To be held
January/February 2004

» A detailed examination of the operation of Regeneration
Zones. To be held February/March 2004

If you wish to be involved or want further information
please contact Dagmar Waller at WMRA - 0121 678 1054
or d.waller@wmra.gov.uk

Rugby world cup comes home

Congratulations are due to the England rugby team and

support staff for their magnificent victory in Australia. Though

disappointing that none of the squad currently plays for a

West Midlands club, we can celebrate Martin Johnson as

a West Midlander (born in Solihull), two Coventry kids (Back
and Grewcock) and the game of rugby itself as

one of the region’s most successful exports.

Established by Defra through
GO-WM and the Countryside
Agency early in 2001,the West
Midlands Rural Affairs Forum,
now has a dual function. In
addition to providing a regional
‘sounding board’ for Ministers it
is also pleased to contribute to
the Regional Assembly’s rural
policy. The Forum’s remit is
wide ranging covering all

the elements that lead to a
sustainable countryside. It
achieves this through an equally
wide ranging membership in
which the Regional Assembly, the
LGA, the Association of Parish &
Town Councils, and the Local
Strategic Partnerships of the Shire
Counties and Unitary Authorities
play a prominent role.

Implementing the
Haskins report

The recently released Haskins
Report recommends that the
regional forums should continue to
play a central and enhanced role
in ensuring the needs of rural
England are effectively articulated to
Government - a recommendation
which has been endorsed by
ministers. It is, however,
envisaged that the membership
of the forums may need to
change to place more emphasis
on the customers and
beneficiaries of the delivery
agencies. We look forward to
contributing to the discussion
with ministers in taking the
Haskins recommendations

Tony Harris, formerly Principal of Harper Adams University College

in Shropshire, chairs the West Midlands Rural Affairs Forum.
Here Tony highlights the issues facing the regionOs rural economy.

forward. In her keynote speech
on the 4th November Margaret
Beckett said “our goal must be
to establish sustainable rural
economies by simultaneously
seeking wins in economic,
social and environmental
development.”

Remoter rural areas

If we are to achieve this goal we
must realise the difference
which exists between the
accessible and the remote rural
areas of our region.

A difference which is emerging
from the work at Defra’s new
rural research centre at
Birkbeck College and which will
be embodied in Defra’s
‘refreshed’ rural strategy to

be published early next year.
Advantage West Midlands

has recognised this difference in
establishing the Rural
Regeneration Zone in
Herefordshire, and parts of
Shropshire and Worcestershire.
Even so it will be a huge
challenge to lift the local

employment income and
provide the services which
people may reasonably expect
in these remote communities.
Innovative approaches to
service provision, affordable
housing, availability of
broadband, the market towns
programme, the development of
the skills base, and the attraction
of new employment as well as
the development of existing
businesses will be essential.

Will OstewardshipO be sufficient

Whilst we know that we must
broaden the base of the rural
economy, the land and the
landscape will remain the base
of the economy in these remote
rural areas. Both are in the safe
stewardship of our farmers and
foresters but the direct
economic return from the land
itself is currently uncertain.
Farming is on the verge of an
immense period of change with
the transfer of support from
production to single farm
payments, environmental
schemes, diversification

of farm businesses, and
broader rural development

in 2005. Important details still
have to be decided in the

way in which the single farm
payments are allocated but
few disagree with the more
market driven approach to
farming which will emerge.
What is open to conjecture is
how farmers will react. Will
some regard the payment as

adequate income and keep
their land in ‘good agricultural
condition’ but not produce?

A move which would harm

the rural economy due to the
decline in the supply and output
sides of farming. Will there be a
move to less intensive systems
of farming? Will the trend to
larger farms gain pace? Only
time will tell but we can be
assured that the land will be
cared for due to the conditions
attaching to the single payment
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and the availability of
environmental schemes.

A unique landscape

By contrast the economic return
from the landscape is likely to
grow as people seek healthier
recreational activity in our
countryside. A countryside
which is the equal of any in the
UK for its beauty but has
remained largely unknown and
unexplored. It is an opportunity
we must take.
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